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Sir: 

The following communication is responsive to the Office Action mailed 12/17/02, due 
on or before 01/17/03. 

A clean version of the rewritten claims with instructions for entry pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. § 1.121(c)(l)(i) is provided below. A marked up version of the claims pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. § 1.121(c)(l)(ii) is included at Appendix I. A clean version of the entire set of 
pending claims pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.121(c)(3) as they should appear following entry of 
the this amendment is attached at Appendix II. 

Please amend the present application as follows: 


IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel Claims 36-41 and 43-60. 

Please substitute the following Claim for the previously pending claim: 


26. (Amended) A method for detecting the presence of a target nucleic acid 
molecule comprising: 
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